Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 075915 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO OES-06 ACDA-07 ERDA-05 PM-04 
SS-15 FEA-01 CIAE-00 INR-07 10-13 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 EB-08 NRC-05 DODE-OO USIA-06 TRSE-00 
COME-OO /108 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARN:DEREUTHER:LF 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARN:MDRAPER 
OES/NET/IM : WMOFFIT 
ACDA:RWILLIAMSON 
ERDA:RSLAWSON 
PM/NOP:GOBLINGER 
T/D:EMCGAFFIGAN (INFO) 

CAGNE:RBURNS 

060746Z 078185/11 

R 052243Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 075915 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, EAID, SY 
SUBJECT: U.S. NUCLEAR POLICY 

REF: DAMASCUS 1986 

1 . REFTEL'S POSSIBLE TRADE OPPORTUNITY FROM THE NUCLEAR 
MEDICAL CENTER AT DAMASCUS MOUWASSAT HOSPITAL RAISES 
NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION CONCERNS. ALTHOUGH SYRIA HAS 
SIGNED AND RATIFIED THE NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION TREATY. 
ADDITIONAL AGREEMENTS MUST BE MADE BEFORE THE U.S. WILL 
APPROVE A NUCLEAR TRANSFER. THESE ADDITIONAL AGREEMENTS 
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COULD TAKE ONE OF TWO FORMS: (1) A USG/SARG BILATERAL. 

OR (2) A SARG AGREEMENT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC 
ENERGY AGENCY, UNDER WHICH U.S. NUCLEAR TRANSFERS WOULD 
BE MADE TO IAEA AND HENCE TO SARG. 

2. GENERAL ATOMIC IS THE PRIME U.S. SUPPLIER OF NUCLEAR 
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY. THE DEPARTMENT HAS TOLD GENERAL 
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ATOMIC TO GO SLOW ABOUT RESPONDING TO TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE BECAUSE THE USG IS IN THE MIDST OF A 
GENERAL REVIEW OF ITS NUCLEAR POLICIES. 

3. THE COST OF A SMALL NUCLEAR REACTOR TO PRODUCE RADIO- 
CHEMICALS AND ISOTOPES FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT IS SO CON- 
SIDERABLY HIGHER THAN THE COST OF THE ISOTOPES THEMSELVES 
THAT WE QUESTION THE VIABILITY OF THIS TRADE OPPORTUNITY. 

VANCE 
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